
For many children a visit 

to a working gym may be 

something they possibly 

never imagined partaking 

in é unless, of course they 

are a part of this special 

group, Candlelighters.  You 

never know where they 

will show up next ...   

 

Exercise?  The kids 

thought they were here 

just to have fun but the 

morning began with a few 

warm up exercises to help 

stretch those muscles.  

 

Under the watchful eyes 

of the gymnastic world 

staff and volunteers. The 

FUN began as they slid 

down the inflatable slides,    

bounced on trampolines, 

took to the balancing 

beams, and dropped from 

ropes into the foam filled 

pits!   

 

The giggles and panting 

from the workout were 

audible, but hearing the 

encouraging words the 

kids shared was priceless!  

òYou can do it, just try  

againó é patiently they 

waited until each child 

succeeded, now thatõs a 

winning team!  

Quiet Time? It isnõt often 

you have a group of women 

in a room and it becomes so 

quiet you could hear a pin 

drop.   

 

The scenario is short lived 

as the Candlelighters Momõs 

get together to carefully 

place their treasured 

photoõs into albumõs that 

will hold some of their most 

treasured memories.   

 

Stories?  Behind each 

photo is a story to share 

when times were ònormaló 

and their child wasnõt sick.   

 

Calmness?  After many 

hours together, they go 

their separate ways with a 

better understanding, they 

arenõt alone!  
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J Over 28 years of Service  

J Serving the five county area  

J Programs & Services continue 

to benefit the whole family  

J Support is only a Family Away  

J The Gold Ribbon represents 

Childhood Cancer  

 



Expression?  If you give a child the 

opportunity to share their feelings 

through art, illustrated writing or 

creative writing you have the main 

ingredients to make the 16th Annual 

Candlelightersõ Brighten MY World 

Art Project a success! 

 

A young boys dreams of going to a 

fish camp and casting his fishing pole 

and snagging the big one OR a little 

girl who was diagnosed with cancer of 

the eye draws a picture showing an 

eye with an abnormal appearance on 

the pupil (a red spot) which can be an 

early sign of retinoblastoma.  

How proud the children are to see 

their artwork on display at a local art 

gallery during the holidays.   

 

At the completion of the art project 

the children receive an invitation to 

join their fellow artists at a luncheon 

where we can personally say thank you 

for participating and one by one call 

each child up to present back to them 

their òone of a kindó original framed 

artwork.   

 

Candlelighters children brighten our 

lives each day é they are so unique! 

Candlelighters has been privileged to 

be special VIP guests at the Florida 

Air Show held in Charlotte County for 

the past several years.   

 

Itõs such a fun time for the families 

to not only watch the air show but 

meet the pilots after the flights and 

take part in photo opportunities and 

autograph sessions.  

Surprise?  It really shouldnõt be so 

surprising that a big military aircraft 

can come out of nowhere and suddenly 

appear in front of you.  Why is it so 

startling when the same air craft 

falls into formation with three others 

before you adjust your earplugs and 

you actually can feel the vibration of 

the earth below your feet?  
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Florida Air Show  
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Brighten My World Art Project  

cheer when they are prompted to 

raise the bars on the noise level in 

the arena or enjoy the regular trips 

back and forth to the snack bar for 

soft drinks, hot dogs, peanuts, cotton 

candy, nachoõs and more.   

 

The Candlelighters families either 

take the game quite seriously or they 

use the allotted time to be together 

as a family and see 

some of their old 

friends they have 

met over the 

years.   

 

Are there any 

budding hockey 

players in our 

mist?  

Sports?  Some children may never 

take to the ice to be a hockey player 

but the experience of attending one 

of those games to cheer on our local 

team, the Florida Everblades sure can 

get them excited!  

 

They jump up in their seats trying to 

keep up with the whereabouts of the 

puck, they raise their voices and 

Hockey Game 

òWhat is it 

about chasing a 

little round 

puck around 

the ice with a 

big stick that 

excites 

people?ó 



Adult Day or Childrenõs Day?  This 

North Fort Myers community and 

Candlelighters families apparently 

canõt decide who has the most fun. 

 

It started out with an idea of having 

a Childrenõs Day and serve hot dogs 

and chips and play some games. 

 

Now, 7 years later, the menu is 

packed with items everyone enjoys 

eating along with the addition of the 

ice cream sundae bar, popcorn, cotton 

candy, special cool treats and tons of 

fresh baked delicious cookies!  

Besides preparing food, these special 

volunteers are on hand to personally 

escort the children around the park in 

golf carts.  They even make maps so 

youõre sure not to miss a thing!     

What fun they have doing arts and 

crafts, playing tennis, heading to the 

golf course, playing horseshoes, going 

fishing, playing shuffleboard or just 

sitting back under the shade tree 

shooting the breeze with ole friends 

and happy tunes.   

 

As the Annual Childrenõs Day comes 

to a close, we look around this hidden 

paradise, close our eyes for a moment 

and take a snapshot image of this fine 

day.  We can hear the volunteers 

squealing as we make our exit, òjust 

wait until next year, its going to be 

even betteró and we know its true!  

some words of wisdom 

with us.   

Never stop believing 

you can get through 

this; place your faith 

in God and be thankful 

for your parents and 

family who supported 

you and especially for 

Candlelighters.  

Milestones?  No matter how many 

years pass, the significance of a 

childõs 1, 5 or 10 year No More Chemo 

milestone is quite evident as we turn 

to celebrating being a survivor!  

 

Three girls who went through their 

chemo treatment together today are 

reunited.  As students in Junior High, 

High School and College they share in 

children learned how to throw and 

secure lines, participated in a drill to 

rescue a stranded boater realizing 

the value of team work and enjoyed 

lunch and dessert with the crew.    

 

By the end of the day, the Coast 

Guard had several new recruits, they 

just have to wait another 10 years 

before theyõre old enough to enlist!  

Team Work?  Candlelighters arrived 

at the US Coast Guard Station, Fort 

Myers Beach this spring morning to 

enjoy a special opportunity to not only 

learn a little bit about the work of 

the coast guard but to take a station 

tour and board the vessels used on 

patrols and rescues.  

 

Some friendly team work followed as 

 

United States Coast Guard Tour  

Pine Lakes Annual Childrenõs Day 

No More Chemo Celebration  
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òThe years go 

by as they 

must but 

special times 

bring us 

together to 

celebrate.ó 


