
  

Gymnastic World  

Gymnastic hopefuls are tumbling out of the Candlelighters office! This family activity 

found our families jumping, dancing and working out with coaches at Gymnastic World in 

Fort Myers. The 14,000 square foot facility had special areas designed for toddlers and 

preschoolers as well as for the older teens. For the more daring and agile group members 

there was even equipment suitable for competitive gymnasts. Despite all the facility had 

to offer the highlights of the afternoon were jumping into the Olympic size foam pit or 

bouncing on the sunken trampoline.  The kids had a wonderful time burning off excess 

energy and doing what kids do best, running around and just being kids. The parents say 

the afternoon was a great escape from their regular grind of routine doctor appointments 

and medications. By the end of the day several Candlelighters kids just may have found 

their calling, the next great American gymnast may 

have been spotted!  
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A Fun Day at Pine Lakes Picnic 
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The highly anticipated family picnic at Pine Lakes Country Club was once again a hit 

with the Candlelighters Families. The residents in the North Fort Myers Community of 

Pine Lakes pulled out all the stops to make sure everyone enjoyed their day. Clowns 

roamed freely around the grounds making the older children laugh and leaving the 

younger ones staring in wonder at their bright make up and clothing. The Blue Knights 

also showed up in full regalia to give the kids a ride on the back of their motorcycles. 

The fire department was also on hand to show off their shiny red truck and to hand out 

fire safety toys to the kids.  

Once again the shuffle board and tennis courts were busy as our youngsters tried out 

some of the leisure activities available at Pine Lakes. The remote controlled boats and 

a chance to do some fishing proved to be a big hit with our families.  

For those who preferred the shelter and shade of the cool, inside activities provided 

plenty of entertainment.  There were professional singers, karaoke for the amateurs 

and even a magic show.  One child was thrilled to be brought on stage to assist with 

the magic act, her mother later remarked òshe thought she was a movie star.ó 

There were also plenty of crafts including tailor made Tutus for all the girls.  It was a 

great sight to see all the fluffy pastel skirts as the day unfolded and watch the òfairy- 

ballerinasó walk the picnic grounds.  

This event continues to be a wonderful outing for our Candlelighters families.  Not only 

are the children already looking forward to next yearõs picnic but at the Annual Step 

into Spring Fashion Show, one of our child models was asked what she like most about 

being part of Candlelighters. Her quick reply was going to the Pine Lakes Picnic with 

her family.  


