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CANDLELIGHTERS SERVING  
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  

Where were you in 1984?  Candlelighters shares some “old time” memories along  
with new adventures as journey continues …  



By Klair Snellbaker 
Executive Director/Founder 

et to know your fellow Candlelighters?  With 
so many new families joining Candlelighters 
it would seem this isn’t difficult but yet it can 
be especially hard for a new family.  Since 
1983, over 500 Southwest Florida families 

have been a part of the program.  We have seen many 
new faces at various gatherings like at the family pic-
nic; holiday parties; aboard chartered boats; dinner 
theatres; and the more recent trip to Sea World.  
Unless you are out there introducing yourself to other 
families you are not receiving the full benefits of being 
a part of Candlelighters. My Mom is 87 years old, she 
is quite a talker, but she never misses an opportunity 
to meet someone new.  Remember how awkward you 
felt when you arrived at a Candlelighter event and you 
saw so many families gathered in one room.  If you are 
like most people, you search the room for someone  fa-
miliar, which is ok, but I’m suggesting the next time 
we are all together as a Candlelighter “family” take a 
step beyond those boundaries and meet someone new.  
When Candlelighters sponsored the more traditional 
parent support groups, we really did have a chance to 
sit and talk and realized so many common things we 
shared as we went through treatment.  A lot was 
learned and shared from other parents.  It was during 
one of those group meetings we offered the emotional 
support a parent needed or sometimes just lent an ear 
to their concerns.  Chance encounters? Two families 
who sat across from one another on one of the charter 
buses to Sea World found themselves chatting away as 
their children conversed for the 3 hour trip.  While vol-
unteering at our holiday gift wrapping fund raiser 
three Candlelighter mom’s worked side-by-side speak-
ing in Spanish after they met one of our 5 year cancer 
survivors asking the parent what to expect when treat-
ment ends and the challenges they can expect to face.  
Sometimes, we think we are alone but look around at 
the many families who are part of this unique group — 
The Candlelighters of Southwest Florida.  You begin to 
realize there is a group who truly understands how 
this diagnosis has turned your world upside down, 
there is a group of people who will help you laugh 
again, who become an extended family and best of all 
your friend. Life will never be the same again but life 
will go on for each of us. At a recent gathering, I intro-
duced one of our more seasoned members to a family 
whose child was diagnosed in January … the Mom 
says “oh, you’re just a “New-be”! For those of you in 
familiar Candlelighter territory, please don’t forget the 
“New-be” families when you attend the next outing, 
they may become your new best friend. 

here are many ways for a business to  
increase name recognition.  One way 
would be to spend money advertising but 
if you don’t have a good product, it could 

give you a bad reputation. Another way is to offer 
a great product and/or service and let the satisfied 
people spread your name.  Candlelighters of 
Southwest Florida chose a slow approach as to not 
waste valuable dollars advertising instead let the 
families do the talking.  In 1983, perhaps only 3 
families recognized the name, eleven years later, 
when I became involved, I spread the word about 
a great charity helping all children with cancer.  
Most people would say “Oh, I walked in the Re-
lay” or something along those lines. I would then 
explain Candlelighters was a small local charity 
who raised its own money to support activities 
which were of benefit to local kids and no, we did-
n’t receive any support from those “big guys”. 
Over the years, the number of new families regis-
tering with Candlelighters grew. Families shared 
their personal experiences with friends and we 
found new sponsors interested in supporting us 
because they knew their contribution would be 
used for local families living throughout their own 
community.  Candlelighters continues to get the 
word out in the community through two major 
fundraisers each year: the Step Into Spring Fash-
ion Show and the Gold Ribbon Classic Golf Tour-
nament.  We are thankful to our past sponsors 
who have supported us over the years as well as 
always welcome the addition of new ones. We’ve 
had far too many helping hands for me to mention 
by name, grocery stores who sell gold ribbons, res-
taurants who donate a portion of their profits, 
individuals and business who support us finan-
cially.  While we may not be as well known as 
many local charities, we continue to make great 
progress, enlightening local folks as to what Can-
dlelighters is all about. I would like to thank all 
our sponsors as well as our own families who have 
helped to increase more awareness of the Candle-
lighters. Unfortunately, there continues to be an 
increase in the number of children diagnosed each 
year with cancer and/or blood disorders and these 
numbers are growing at an alarming rate.  We 
need your continued help in spreading the word 
so in the future, with your help and mine the 
name Candlelighters will be known to everyone.  
Don’t forget “… kids can’t fight cancer alone” with 
your continued support they don’t have to! 
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            By Mike Constantine  
                   President  

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 



And Now From the Heart of  
Our Candlelighter Families  

Thank you so much for all you 
do for us. You are the best!!!  

Lee County 

Thank you so much for the tickets to Babes in 
Toyland & the goodie bags for the girls. They 
had a wonderful time. Candlelighters is always 
in my heart. 

Lee County 

Bret could only fight his brain tumor because of 
friends like you. 

Lee County  

Thanks for all the prizes. 
Lee County 

Thank you again for inviting me to join you and the 
other Candlelighter Teens to the Universal trip. I 
truly had a wonderful and very memorable time. 

Collier County   

Thank you for choosing us for the dinner at 
Starz Pizza we had such a wonderful time. 

Lee County  
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Thank you so much for all that you do for us! 
Lee County 

Thank you for all the special events you 
 invited us to this year! 

Lee County 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 

Without Candlelighters , our family may not have made it. 
The love and compassion of people helped make the struggle 
bearable! 

Lee County 

Thanks for you and all your wonderful volunteers 
for a memorable fashion show. 

Lee County 

Thank you so much for the trip to Busch Gardens. 
It was so much fun and so great to spend the day 
with our family and friends.  

Lee County 

We received the trophy and gift package last night - 
he was sooo excited...he slept with it on his pillow. 

Lee County 

Thanks for all you do for the 
children and their families. 

Lee County 

Thank you so very much for all you have done for 
my daughter and her family. You have helped 
brighten many days this past year. 

Lee County 

Thank you SO much for all you have done and continue to do 
for our family. You are such a blessing. 

Lee County 

Thank you so very much for helping us this month. We  
were drowning in medical bills and couldn't have 
made it without your help! 

Lee County 

Thank you for always letting me get a toy from your 
treasure chest. I really like them. 

Lee County 



4 

DISPENSE-RITE®

 

 

 
 
Models from WINK News and 
Candlelighters created a buzz at 
the 6th Annual “Step into 
Spring” Fashion Show and 
Luncheon held at the Forest 

Country Club in Fort Myers. The highly anticipated 
event raised more than $10,000 through the generos-
ity of our guests and local donors. 
 
This year’s auction contained more lots filled with 
fabulous prizes than ever before.  Winners walked 
away with items ranging from handmade shawls to 
fine china, airline tickets, gourmet chocolate and even 
a special V.I.P. tour of the WINK television studios. 
 
WINK News Reporter Maggie Crane, and WINK 
News Anchor Jennifer Stacy joined Candlelighters 
Children, Parents, and Friends on their stroll down 
the catwalk. The models showcased spring collections 
from Stein Mart and Children’s Couture. Lancôme 
and Elizabeth Arden makeup artists from Macy’s Edi-
son Mall highlighted each ensemble with the delicate 
spring color palates. The women looked radiant and 
drew appreciative nods but it was the children from 
the Candlelighters who truly stole the show as the 
audience strained to get a closer look at the girls in 
their summer dresses and the young men in their 
preppy spring attire. 
 
WINK Meteorologist Brian Monahan gave live up-
dates from the fashion show for the noon broadcast on 
WINK T.V. When the cameras were off he helped his 
colleagues coax higher bids during the live auction. 
 
Guests are already looking forward to the 7th Annual 
Step Into Spring Fashion Show which will be held on 
Monday, March 30th, 2009. This is one special event 
you will not want to miss. 

Save The Date 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 



More than 150 Candlelighters took part in the an-
nual family picnic on Saturday, April 5th sponsored 
by our friends at Pine Lakes Country Club in North 
Fort Myers.  Once again our sponsors proved to be 
the perfect hosts for this event.  They spared no ex-
pense in providing an opportunity for the children 
to relax and enjoy a sunny afternoon with their 
family away from doctors, clinics and the hospital 
setting. 
 

The Candlelighter kids took advan-
tage of riding ponies, playing minia-
ture golf  and shuffleboard, fishing, 
learning to race remote controlled 
sailboats, having fun with arts and 
crafts projects, doing karaoke, hav-
ing tattoo’s painted on their faces,  
being entertained by clowns and 
much, much more.  

 
The children met Firefighters from the North Fort 
Myers Fire Station, as well as deputies from the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office who brought members of 
their Canine Unit, Bomb Squad with the special 
disposal robot and the D.A.R.E corvette.  The Blue 
Knights also roared into the parking lot offering 
motorcycle rides to the more adventurous children.  
 
The highlight however may have been the incredi-
ble spread of picnic food prepared by those good ole 
folks at Pine Lakes.  Families dined on grilled ham-
burgers and hot dogs, chicken nuggets, potato chips 
and French Fries. Then came the desserts — hand-
spun cotton candy, fresh baked homemade cookies, 
hot buttered popcorn and an old fashioned ice 
cream buffet complete with toppings. 
 
Each child left with a goody bag, baseball cap, and 
many fond memories of their day at Pine Lakes.  
Mark your 2009 calendar for April 4th — plans are 
already underway. Organizers proclaim “each year 
we plan to top the previous year.” We have no doubt 
they will surpass all expectations!    
 
 Thank you Pine Lakes! You did it again ... 

 Pine Lakes Family Picnic 

With the right ingredients I can do anything! 
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Brighten My World  
The annual Brighten My World art project has once 
again been a huge success. This year, Candlelighters 
received 24 entries from the children.  Their original 
creations were then displayed at the Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theater for the 2007 holiday season.  
 
In early February, the artist were invited to a special 
luncheon at Famous Dave’s BBQ in Fort Myers along 
with two guests.  They dined on BBQ chicken and 
pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad, baked beans and 
fountain drinks. 
 
After the meal, the professionally framed artwork was 
returned to each artist along with a goody bag filled 
with sweets, art supplies and a limited edition 
Brighten My World T-shirt. 
 
The artists aged 20 months to 14 years, chose various 
mediums from poetry to abstract syringe art as well as 
more traditional colored pencil drawings. The art ther-
apy allows patients and their siblings the chance to 
express emotions that can be hard for a child to put 
into words.   
 
We wish to thank the artists for sharing their talents 
with the community. This year’s “Brighten My World” 
artists along with their artwork titles are:  
Caitlyn Bernardi (Summer Time) Justine Bernardi 
(High School Musical) Angelo Cerdas (Wahsing Hands) 
Joselyn Cerdas (Me and My Doctor) Rosmy Cerdas 
(Racing to the Finish Line) Dominik Culver (Me Get-
ting Blood Drawn with Mommy & the Therapy Dog) 
Logan Culver (My Brother with an IV & Therapy Dog 
is Helping) Hunter Drum (Trees & Truck) Christopher 
Heintz (Strike Out Cancer) Nicolas Heintz (Roller 
Coaster) Chase Kennedy (The Prince of Cures) Sarah 
McKeown (I love My Friends from the Clinic-Sydney, 
Ethan & Gabriel) Kaden Meyers (Expression) Ana & 
Joshua Navaro (Going to Bush Gardens) Mallory 
Oliver (Hangin Out in the Hospital) Yuriko Ramirez  
(Hair Days) and (My Illness) Paige Santiago (Sun N 
Fun Lagoon) Miranda Sosa (I Love Candlelighters) 
Angeline Thompson (My Doctor is the Best) Brittney 
Thomley (The Shining Glory) Quandariaous Tullis 
(The Brave Black Knight) Ryley Wormood (My IV Pole 
as a Skate Board) and (I Want to be a Horseback Rid-
ing Teacher When I Grow Up).  
 

Thank you!  You “Brighten My World”...  
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May 2007— June 2008 
 
In Memory of Katie Proulx 
From Laura Jane Chaney 
 
In Memory of my brother Alex Lopez 
From Daniela 
 
In Memory of Anne Whelan Jenkins 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Memory of Lois Spears 
From Nancy L. & Leslie R. Markt 
 
In Memory of Steve Swoish 
From Patricia A. & Robert E. Strawman 
 
In Memory of Bob Winters 
From Nancy L. & Leslie R. Markt 
 
In Memory of Mathew Keown 
From Cynthia Edgington 
 
In Memory of Marie Seabury 
From the Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Henry Woods 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Memory of Chuck Balogh 
From Faith Balogh 
 
In Memory of Laura G. Farmer Davis 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Memory of Danielle Guevara 
From The Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Gregory Lang 
From The Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Robbin Sorrell 
From The Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory Carol Negri 
From Alan & Elizabeth Fullwood 

In Memory of Eleanore Schiavo 
From Salvatore & Janet M. 
From Frances & Charles Gary Verwilt 
From Ruth & Tony Gapp 
From Venice Nolte 
From Stanley P. & Joan F. Gubernowycz 
From Rosalie Cospito 
From Doreen Haskins 
From Andrea Lopez 
From Theresa Siciliano 
From Dawn Marie Howard 
From Kathy Hoolahan 
From Mary & Jim Gentile 
 
In Memory of Thomas Schiavo 
From Ruth & Anton Gapp 
From Nancy & Henry Sampers  
From Mary & Jim Gentile 
From Gary & Fran Verwilt 
 
In Memory of Joyce Stowell  
From the Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Julia Anne Cleary Muller 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Memory of Michael Rice 
From T& D Automotive Service 
 
In Memory of Eugene “Gene” McLean III 
From Ann T. & Eugene S. McLean Jr. 
 
In Memory of Erin Mobley 
From Vivian Kenney 
 
In Memory of Irene Danahey 
From Judith & Gerald Kernagis 
 
In Memory of Lloyd Patno 
From Judith & Gerald Kernagis 
 
In Memory of Billie Roseberry 
From Nancy L. & Leslie R. Markt 

Memorials 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 

In Memory of Beth Francis 
From the Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Typhani Kulikowski 
From the Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Anne Jenkins Whelan 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Memory of Katie Proulx 
From Laura Chaney 
 
In Memory of Jason Michael Gaylor 
From Donna & Phil Gaylor 
 
In Memory of Mimi O’Grady 
From Rene & Charles O’Grady III 
 
In Memory of Johnie Martinez  
From the Candlelighter Families 
  
In Memory of Caleb Whan 
From the Candlelighter Families 
 
In Memory of Eric Shonbrun 
From Gary & Roslyn Fader 
 
In Memory of Chris Rice 
From Klair & Roy Snellbaker 
 
In Memory of Ginny Bodenheim 
From MariRuth Bodenheim 
 
In Memory of Frank Cullum 
From Klair & Roy Snellbaker 
 
In Memory of Evdoxia S. Douglas 
From Stacey Yai Yai 
 
In Memory of Grace Conidaris 
From The Candlelighter Families 



 

In Honor of Pat & Bob Drum 
From Rob & Tracy Drum & Family 
From Mike & Sandi Drum & Family 
From Steve & Michele Drum & Family 
From Dave & Christi Drum & Family 
From Mike & Christine Eberl & Daughter 
 

In Honor of Klair & Roy Snellbaker 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Honor of Christa Freeman 
From JoAnn Landes-Ross 
 
In Honor of Chrissy Frahm 
From Nancy Benjamin 
 
In Honor of Rebekah Berth 
From Wilma Johnson 
 
In Honor of Fela Ortiz 
From Vivian D. Kenney 
 
In Honor of Austin Wood 
From Salvatori & Wood 
 
In Honor of Fela Ortiz 
From Vivian Kenney 
 
In Honor of Heather Wallin Rubino 
From Jeremy Harrold 
 

Congratulations Rachael & Eddie Bell on the birth of 
Samuel McFall Bell 
7lbs 14.5oz 20” long 
From The Candlelighter Families 
 
Congratulations Robert & Brea Lugo on the birth of  
Abigail Lugo  
From The Candlelighter Families 
 

Congratulations Clint Perkins & Kelli Wyatt on the birth of  
Taylor Perkins 
From Klair & Roy Snellbaker 
 
Congratulations Jessica & Shane Hehir on the birth of  
Ava Jane Hehir 
7lbs 1oz, 19 3/4” long 
From The Candlelighter Families 
 
Congratulations to Camille Buckhaults, Statesboro College on your       
Presidential Honors Recognition 
From Aunt Klair & Uncle Roy 
 

Congratulations Class of 2008 
Deanna Johnson Davis, Assoc. Degree in Nursing, Edison College 
Adam Clark, Fort Myers High School 
Natasha Salman, Fort Myers High School 
Maggie Sikes, St Vincent’s Academy 
Demica Santiago, Cape Coral High School  
Sam Bachman College Graduation 

Congratulation to the Newlyweds Phyllis & Jack Geagan 
From Gordon & Janice Farlow 
From Larry & Judith Budreau 
From P. Foote Shocknesse 
From Linsey McCarthy 
From Craig Shaush 
From John & Joan Spalik 
From Donald E. Martin 
From Charles R. & Barbara Harwood 
From Joseph J. & Rebecca E. Monteleone 
From Adelaide M. & Emilio G. Gautieri Jr. 
From G.H. & Barbara Galuk 
From R.C. & R.M. Shaw 
From Donna J. & Charles W. Schneider 
From John L. & Joanne McCann 
From Judith A.& Robert J. Wirzburger 
From Renford & Diane Schiereck 
From Robert S. & Mabel J. Wurst 
From John D. & Joan M. Carson 
From James W. & Virginia C. Howard 
From John R. & Carolyn P. Copley Jr. 
From Jean Pederson & Maureen Wetzel 
From Luciano L. & Patricia A. Bellanti 
From Antoinette & Bernard Natale 
From Carol A. & Robert B. Listermann 
From Virginia A. & William R. Nichols 
From Charles R. & Marilyn R. Harris 
From Wallace F. & Norma L Dudley 
From Barbara M. Daley 
From Thomas G. & Sandra L. Vanhorn 
From Louis & Barbara J. Parmentier 

From Edward J. & Dorothy A. Jankura 
From William A. & Marie M . Nye 
From Wayne D. & Judy E. Emmons 
From L.E. & S.S. Ladd 
From Philip J. Bleser 
From William E & Gertrude M.E. Wart 

From Ruth M. Kennedy 
From Shirley M. La Marche 
From John E. & Dorothy M. Hopkins 
From John P. McDonald 
From Deborah P. Hamilton 
From Susan & H.S. Buckhout 
From Betty S. & Harry S. Glasson 
From George A. & Gloria B. Wertz 
From Gertrude Burdo 
From Charleen L. & Charles F. Davis 
From Michael R. & Kathleen A. Rhodus 
From Ronald M. & Donna J. Fournier 
From Arthur A. & Judy E. Hale 
From Candide & John J. O’Rourke Jr.   
 
Congratulations to the Newlyweds Rena & Nolan Shifren 
From The Candlelighter Families 
 
Congratulations to Andrea & Edward Gray on your  
10th Wedding Anniversary and Vow Renewal   
From Jessica, Shane & Ava Hehir 
 
In Honor of Dr. Emad Salmon & Staff 
From James & Karen Nathan 
 
In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Brown 
From Kathleen K. Brown 
 

Happy Notes 

7 
Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 

Visit our website for the latest Candlelighter 
news and check out the event photo gallery at 

www.Candlelightersswfl.org 
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Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation 
The national office was founded in 1970 by a group of concerned parents of children with 
cancer, it’s membership has grown to over 43,000 which includes:  
 

Parents of children who are being treated or have been treated for cancer  
Children with cancer  
Survivors of childhood cancer  
Immediate or extended family members  
Bereaved families  
Health care professionals  
Educators  
Local groups 

To learn more information about childhood cancer 
or to locate the nearest Candlelighters affiliate 

group visit the national website at 
www.Candlelighters.org 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 

Sea World Family Fun Trip 

Sometimes change can be a good thing.  We all know, a break from reality can help recharge our batteries, 
redefine our goals and simply relax our minds from the stress we feel in dealing with everyday things. 
 
Candlelighters believe when families have a chance to enjoy life outside of the medical world … change 
happens and that’s a good thing! 
 
We can’t escape from the medical problems our children face or the surging price we pay for gas at the 
pumps … “things could be worse” we say to ourselves.  Ahh! Relief is ahead, there is a chance to have fun 
and create lasting friendships and memories with Candlelighters. 
 
Saturday, May 17th the Candlelighters once again sponsored the Family Fun Trip to Sea World in Or-
lando.  The trip was made possible through various donations and fundraisers benefiting Candlelighters of 
Southwest Florida. 
 
Yes, times are difficult and gas prices are high but for the 209 participants who boarded the (2) chartered 
coaches (discounted by Cruisers Transportation) and the (2) adventurous drivers who volunteered their 
time to help us reach or destination (Lenny Gorman and Bob Steinberg) and those delightful people at 
Sweetbay Supermarket (Plantation Shoppe) for helping to tame the early morning hunger pains of our 
families at 7:00 am by furnishing us with some breakfast goodies for the road and especially we thank the 
car loads of families who arrived at Sea World right on schedule for entry into the park … on behalf of 
Shamu, Seymoure & Clyde (our friends at Sea World) and all of us at Candlelighters we say thank you for 
a perfect day and a fabulous chapter of new memories! 
 
Please check Candlelighters photo gallery at www.Candlelightersswfl.org and see if YOU were among the 
many participants we spotted at the park? 

Sea World 
Family Fun Trip



With the Support of Community Friends ...  
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...you make these special times happen 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 

PUMP IT UP  
 
Welcome Candlelighters to the newest 
and hottest inside giant inflatable bounce place located 
in Fort Myers.  If you can jump, bounce, tumble and 
fall and can laugh at yourself, you would have had a 
fantastic time with our families at this event.  There 
was a cheering crowd for every age as we competed in 
various relay races, tested our skills on the obstacle 
course and shot baskets.  Over 100 Candlelighters 
members participated and enjoyed pizza and drinks 
after the two hour session. 

MOM’S NIGHT OUT  
 
Candlelighter mom’s look so forward 
to having a night out to share trade 
secrets and have a few good chuckles .  This recent 
outing found the “Candlelighter girls” at Iguana 
Mia in Fort Myers munching on chips and salsa as 
well as sampling a variety of delicious Mexican 
dishes.  Our eyes widened as the waiter set our 
huge portions in front of us.  A great time was 
shared by all.   

TEEN GROUP HEADS TO NAPLES 
 
A very special Thank You to FreedomWaters Foundation for inviting our Candlelighter teen 
group to Naples for a two hour sunset cruise down the Gordon River and into the Gulf of Mex-
ico.  We boarded (2) private yachts from the Naples Pier to the beat of volunteer Bongo drum-
mers and soon it was anchors away.  Sandwiches, cool beverages, chips and vegetables were 
available on board for all to enjoy.  The teens and chaperones socialized making this adventure 
another memorable time.  For some of the teens, this was their first experience on “wet land”.   
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Call on us today 
for all your printing needs.

PRESS
PRINTING
COMPANY

3601 Hanson Street, Fort Myers, Florida
Tel. (239) 334-1238  
Fax (239) 334-7202
info@pressprinting.com

1 color or multicolor printing with foil stamping, 
die-cutting and embossing, we do it all.

Our delivery fl eet comes to your door.

Louis S. Luzzo, Sr. Chief Executive Offi cer

L.Luzzo@gourmetgirlmagazine.com
239•540•8799



 
 
 
 
 

 
  

11 

Candlelighters is an independent non-profit 501c3  
tax exempt organization (Tax ID #59-3104008), 
which receives no state or government funding.  All 
programs and services are funded entirely through 
donations, fundraisers and grants. 
 
Donors can have the satisfaction of knowing their 
support and contributions are directly helping all 
Southwest Florida families.   
 
If you know of a local family dealing with childhood 
cancer or blood disorders, please call (239) 432-2223. 
 
Make a tax deductible contribution today to: 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida, Inc. 
9981 S. HealthPark Drive 

Fort Myers FL 33908 
Donate: Gift Certificates to movies, restaurants, fast food 
chains, theater, concerts, ice cream parlors, phone cards, 
cell phone minutes, hair salons, clothing stores, birthday & 
greeting cards etc.  You can’t imagine how a small token of 
generosity can make a big difference to our families. 

Childhood Cancer 
Car Magnets 

Help Candlelighters get the word out in your  
Community by driving the message home …  

 
Purchase a Gold Ribbon Car Magnet to help 

promote Childhood Cancer Awareness 
for $5.00 each. 

 
 

Don’t Forget! 
September is Childhood Cancer  

& Blood Disorder Awareness Month 
 
 

Find Out How You Can Make A Difference. 
Contact Candlelighters at 239-432-2223 

Can You help? 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 

Sign Up Today 
 to  

ADOPT A  
CANDLELIGHTER 

 FAMILY 
 

Want to find a way to give back to your community 
and help one of our special families in need? 

 
Each year we identify Candlelighter families who need 
a little extra help especially during the holiday season. 
 
Local housing communities, business leaders, service 
clubs, school groups, as well as individuals assist the 
Candlelighters through the Adopt A Family Program. 
 
Opportunities are available to provide gift cards for a  
family for any occasion but are especially appreciated 
during the traditional holidays. 
 
For more information on the ADOPT A FAMILY  
Program or to sign up call 239-432-2223  
 
“It was the most humbling experience for me and my 

co-workers to participate again this year”.  



Our Donors Make It Happen 
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May 2007  -  June 2008 
 
Martha Foote-Shocknesse 
SWFL Community Foundation 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10097 
Suzanne M Bourque 
Charles & Donna Schneider 
Joseph & Wilda Monks 
Blanche P Scalise 
Robert Wurst 
G.H. & Barbara Galuk 
Robert Tayman 
Richard & Joan Marshall 
John & Joann McCann 
Tom & Gertrude Minahan 
Louis Fontaine 
Viodelda Page 
Rotary Club– Bonita Springs 
Florida Telco Sales Inc. 
Mom’s Club of SW Cape 
Laxmi Bateham 
Kathleen Heflin 
Busch Entertainment 
Knight of Columbus #13624 
Ruth & Anton Gapp 
Camilla S Palladino 
Schwab Charitable Fund 
Lee Moirano 
Charles B. Edwards 
George M. Cox Trust 
Kathleen D. Murray 
Florida International Airshow Inc. 
Mrs. Anne M. Patlovich 
William J. McSkimming 
Eric’s Friends Inc. 
Sean M. Hoover 
Michael G. Galligher 
Richard & Janet Santiago 
Judy M. Judkins 
United Way of Lee County 
Julia Ann Barrett 
William & Dorothy Cairns 
Stephan & Teresa Jansen 
Klair & Roy Snellbaker 
Peter D. Ringsmuth, Atty. 
Laura & Kenneth Lamparyk 
All Day Bouncers LLC 
Pine Lakes Country Club 
Janna Shedrick 
Cape Coral Lodge #367 
Mark Smith 
Coors Brewing Company 
Bank of America 
Paula & Lanny  Moore Jr. 
Frieda E. Gregg 
Sweetbay Supermarket—Plantation 
Eddie Pitz 
Chad & Cathy Frahm & Family  
Robert & Monique Whan 
Carol & Roy Heintz 

Eric McArdle 
Tommie & George Schott 
Sheila Teran 
Sanibel– Captiva Kiwanis 
Phil & Donna Gaylor 
Sheri Vaughn 
Michael Matta 
Luis & Norma Sosa 
Lott & Gaylor Inc. 
Lavern N. Gaynor 
Michael & Linda Woodworth 
Robert & Dorothy Richardson 
Wilma Johnson 
Lynda Keith  
Louis & Theresa Fontaine 
James & Claire Hof 
C.R. & Victoria A. Klapec 
Chet & Harriet Butcher 
Craig & Cynthia Brasher 
Claudia & Larry Baer 
Gloria F. Wood 
Cynthia W. Edgington 
Vicky & Dr Edward White 
Stephan D. Shortridge 
Carol & Dr John LaManna Jr. 
Marjorie C. Gordon 
Nanci A. Berlin 
Bonita Springs Moose Lodge #1454 
Chuck & Linda Clark 
Dr. Lucille Lang 
Serofina & Joyce Grottanelli 
Fred & Sue Schreiber 
Raymond & Betty Wylie 
Sal & Yvonne Saiya 
Marjorie Jansen 
B.G. & Rosana Hutchison 
Virginia Linneman 
Connie J. Meyers 
Robert J Lange   
Anthony & Regina Giovane 
Howard & Verna Siegel 
Mark & Christine Strom 
Citibank 
Scott Sellers & Barbara O’Donnell 
United Auto Workers 
JJB Management & Consulting Inc. 
Taste of New York 
Brad & Rachael Bachman 
James & Margaret Coleman 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Penny Wise Thrift Store 
Dr. Albert & Shirley Robbins 
William & Veronica Miller 
Theodore Eckert Foundation 
James & Mary Harrison 
Carola Schmidt 
Michael & Christine Young 

Rodney & Prue Hermes 
Patricia A. Huseman 
Timothy E. Porter 
Suzette & William Lentz 
Richard Goulazian 
Elliot & Judith Sirota 
Sharon Crouse 
Kerry & Thomas Howard 
Carol Wilhelm 
The Psychology Dept. Lee School District  
Rotary Foundation of Fort Myers South 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 10097 Auxiliary   
Jessica & Shane Hehir 
Alison Payne 
Laura Chaney 
SWFL Association of Health Underwriters 
Jody Bagley 
Janet Courtney 
Loretta Samyn 
Sarah Bloink 
Martin & Rosa Buenrostro 
Hugh & Judy Starnes 
Wayne & Kathryn Bergquist 
Ada & Randy Dunwody 
Commercial Air Management 
Martin Air Conditioning 
Maddox Construction Company 
Mike Sr. & Jaclyn Carr 
Oswald Trippe and Company 
Excel Express 
Kane Hearing Care 
Janeanne Archiable 
Empirical Labs Inc. 
Coquina Cove Properties 
Advanced Automotive Professionals Inc. 
Robert & Donna Decore 
Irving Kahn 
Kathy Hoolahan & David Mietus 
Mader Electric Motors 
St. Cecilia’s Knights of Columbus #13483 
Roetzel & Andress 
Chris-Tel Construction 
Southwest Engineers Inc. 
Kiwanis Club of Iona McGregor 
Realtor Association of Greater Fort Myers 
Computer Works 
Huff Insurance Agency 
Publix Super Market Charities 
Cornell Balancing Company 
COAG Therapeutics, Inc. 
Indoor Air Professionals Inc. 
Mike & Nancy Constantine 
South Seas T’s  
Dr Craig MacArthur 
Michael Lundon 
David Garratt 
GCM Contracting Solutions 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 
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Our Donors Make It Happen 
Barbara & David Burgeson 
Kirk & Linda Lehtomaa 
Barry & Elise Robbins 
Trophy Case of Fort Myers 
Bruce & Nancy Constantine 
Dispense-Rite 
J. McGarvey Construction Inc.  
Lee Memorial Health System 
Accent Business Products of SWFL Inc. 
Cape Coral Kiwanis Foundation 
Florida Gulf Coast University 
United Mechanical Inc. 
Automated Shading 
Linda Koch 
CA-RY Golf 
AFLAC — Jayne Faust 
Tim & Mary Briggs 
Henderson Franklin Starnes & Holt PA 
Darren Wallace 
Janet & Terrence Porter 
Red Coconut RV Park 
Inn at the Springs/ Inn at Pelican Bay 
Century 21 TriPower Realty 
Goodlette Coleman & Johnson PA 
James & Pamela Nulman 
Normark Investments Inc. 
Albert Primavera 
ABC Fine Wine & Spirits 
Diamond Head Beach Resort 
Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium 
Miami Dolphins 
Florida Marlins 
Costco Wholesale 
Belk—Gulf Coast Town Center 
Wyeth Consumer Healthcare 
Brian & Lara McKeown 
The Cheesecake Factory 
Walter & Leigh Lankenau 
Scott Holzem 
Sam Seltzers Steakhouse 
Shrimp Shack 
Carriage Class Cleaners 
Museum of Science and Industry 
Mrs. Fields Cookies 
Sunharvest Citrus 
Parrot Key Caribbean Grill 
Key West Express 
Jungle Golf 
Great White Shark Enterprises Inc. 
Spectators Sports Bar & Grill 
Souplantation & Sweet Tomatoes 
Fox Fire Country Club 
Prawnbroker 
University Grill 
Sea World Adventure Park 
Randy’s Fishmarket Restaurant 
Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club 
Naples Lakes Country Club 
Imaginarium 

Regal Foundation 
Soul Mate Charters Inc. 
Cracker Box 
Bonita Bay Club 
Cookies By Design 
Norman Love Confections 
Creative Baskets 
Cantina Laredo 
Olde Naples Self Storage 
Bass Pro Shops 
Curry’s Automotive 
Hurricane Grill & Wings 
Salvatori & Wood Atty 
Fran & Gary Verwilt 
Chick-Fil-A—Naples 
Hoosier WaWa Company  
Golf Shoes Plus 
The Golf Shop 
Baxter BioPharm Fulfillment Center 
Jason’s Deli 
Clean Care Pool Service Inc. 
Fifth Third Bank 
WINK TV  
Charlie Chiang  
Kilwin’s of Gulf Coast Town Center 
Mel’s Diner 
Blu Sushi Fort Myers/Naples 
Florida Everblades 
Kimberly’s Hallmark 
Sunshine Ace Hardware 
Bice Grand Café 
Great American Cookies 
Verandah Club 
California Pizza Kitchen 
Shoeless Joe’s 
Hilton Garden Inn/Fort Myers 
Crowne Plaza 
Homewood Suites by Hilton 
Sony Electronics, Inc. 
Nicole Buzzelli 
Delta Delta Delta, Fort Myers Alumnae 
J. Colin English School 
Merck Partnership for Giving 
Linda & Scott Long 
Johnson Controls 
James Perakis  
Reserve Cigar & Wine Bar 
Nicolette Sweeney– FGCU Club 
Alico Arena  
Aramark Food Service 
Susan Pollaro 
Phyllis & John Shimanski 
Dominick & Josephine Cucchiara 
Theresa Ambrosio 
Nancy & Howard Zimmerman 
Vincent & Joan Limatola 
Barbara O’Brien 
Mary Dick 
Carmel Hehn 

Violet Schopf & Gerald Cucchiara 
Walter & Margaret Firehock 
Richard & Eleanor Karp 
Gail Peregrin 
Signature Floral & Gifts 
Wachovia — Cindy Fussnecker & 
Lynn Lemke 
Betty & Paul Busselberg 
Claire Burke 
Joseph & Carol Theriault 
Joesph Silverstein 
Johan Lawler 
Mona & Mary Provencher 
John & Rosemary Tierney 
Lorraine Trial 
Lynn Simpson 
Rose Christopher 
Teena LaFamboise 
Jan Pollier 
Judy Royal Hall 
Marge Smink 
Beverly Peck 
Pat Mclaughlin 
Jeanne Marcoux 
Barbara O’Malley 
Susan Crawford 
Linda Saper 
Marsha Leo 
Joyce Way 
Suzanne Christenbury 
Joyce Ann Reiner-Murphy 
Barbara Crowe 
Theresa Lee 
Donna Casella 
Eleanor McHugh 
Linda Trusk 
Jean Syska 
Cindy Lignelli 
Kathy Jones 
Julia Krans 
Jackie Sherman 
Evelyn Walsh 
Ann & John Ayers 
Barb Patterson 
Donna Molotky 
Mary Etta Marino 
Maria Di Maria 
Linda Saper 
Eugene & Mary Dolan 
Marjorie Creech 
Michael Woltram Stier 
Edward & Kathleen Korndoerfer 
Casey Scutti 
Eleanor & Robert Weber 
Delores Nolan 
Jean Trotter 
Peggy & Clovis Stinson 
Nancy Janson 
Raymond & Patricia Shepard 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 
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Ann Carrasquillo 
Nancy & Joseph Bullyan 
Ada & Giovanni Trapanese 
Carol McGovern 
Marylyce & Earl Habben 
Ruth & Leroy Sanders 
French Roast Café  
Rib City Grill  
The Veranda  
Big Al’s City Grill 
Vino 100 
Taste of New York Pizzeria 
Joann Landes Ross 
Patricia D. Chevalier 
Al Pene Land 
Stein Mart  
Connie Shanahan 
Naples Caribbean Zoo 
Lee County Sheriff Department 
    Community Outreach & 
    Crime Prevention 
Lexington Country Club 
Medi Weight Loss Clinics 
Heritage Palm Golf & CC 
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters 
William Wrigley Jr. Company/  
Country Inn & Suites 
A Tropical Touch 
Naples Tomato 
Buon Appetito Café 
Crown Colony Golf & CC  
Fresh Market 
The Clam Bake 
Wilford & Lee 
Total Wine & More  
Shell Pointe 
Miracle Professional Baseball 
Naples Princess Cruise 
Mimi Café  
Lee Roy Selmon’s 
Lani Kai  
King Fisher Fleet 
Key West Express 
Java Moon Café & Grill 
Ironstone Bank 
Gold’s Gym 
Florida Repertory Theatre 
Danny Sueros Hair Design 
Davidson’s American Bistro 
Cin Cin Mediterranean Bar 
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre 
Sundance Orchids 
Bradley’s Fine Jewelers 
Arizona Pizza 
All American Dance Studio 
Salon Adrian Inc. 
Francesca's Collection 
Coral Tree Gift Shop 
Advanced Pain Management & 
    Spine Specialists 

Ute Sixel 
U Salon & Day Spa  
The Lady from Haiti 
Pauline Margaritis 
Miss Lucy’s House of Holidays 
Minnesota Twins 
Macy’s — Edison Mall 
Prysi Cosmetic Surgery 
Miromar Outlets 
Ulta Cosmetics 
Gulf Harbor Golf & Country Club 
All Seas Cruise Travel 
Suellen Dian 
Patricia Eagan 
Connie & James Griffin 
Linda McKinlay 
Elizabeth & James Pisano 
John & Judy Renaldo 
Robert of Philadelphia 
McDonald’s Inc.– South Pointe Blvd 
Children’s Couture  
Edible Arrangements  
Sandra Desai 
Sudhanshu Desai 
Girl Scout Troop 2012 
Charlene Woodward 
Pastrami Rose Café  
The Name Game 
Jim Malone 
Florida Eye Health 
Sharon & Lawrence McManus 
Mary Alico Michalak 
Kathleen Connolly 
Mary Kramper 
Barbara Hammill 
Becky Parry  
Patricia Szekely 
Patricia Kearney 
Yvonne Reilly 
Michelle Miller 
AirTran Airways 
WINK FM 
Lois & Ed Hain 
Cindy Gilbert 
Sandra Davis 
Carole West 
Judy Kernagis 
Millie Weisbeski 
Carolyn Grosse 
Dorothy & Robert Frey 
Betty Wright 
Helen Nicolaus 
Linda Farris 
Joan Palmer 
Lorraine Burger 
Caroll Boeder 
Joan & Fred Huber 
Russell & Glorietta Provenzano 
William & Deanna Rowan 
Janice Palgut 

Elaine Zirkle 
Andrew & Rosemarie Herkommer 
Mary Ellen Quinn 
Gay McDonald 
James & Phyllis Patterson 
Joan Bennis 
Thomas & Patricia Tobiasen 
Ralph & Karen Gack 
Rosemarie & Prisco Panza Jr. 
Ben & Joan Collie 
Jack & Anne Sweeney 
Bonnie Hovland 
Sue Brandt 
James & Nancy Bapst 
Joanne Grunst 
Max & Pat Huddlestun 
Manuel & Barbara Fortin Silvia 
Steve & Delphine Horvath 
Edward & Winifred McCarthy 
John & Rose Forte 
Geraldine Amos 
Angelo & Evelyn Lotti 
Mary & Denice Blajian 
Philip or Marguerite Allen 
Frederick & Anna Pannullo 
Lillian Reed 
Kathryn Lyons 
Frances & Patricia Emmons 
Iole Moirano 
Betty Jane Wagner 
Edwin & Anne Greider 
Earline Grimes 
Janet Prior 
Marjorie Phipps 
Francis & Mancia Foster 
Carolyn Kelley 
Hospitality Partners Inc. 
D.E. Hanley 
Ronald & Jolene Mowry 
Linda Frankhouser 
Dr Richard & Michelle Keown 
Kathryn & Thomas Willson 
Dawn & Todd Martin n 
Janet Taff 
Annette Peterson 
Robert & Iris Leo 
Diana Linton 
James Malone 
Marita Tamblin 
Willard & Maureen Brown 
American Legion Post 323 
Pine Lakes Nifty Niners 
Pine Lakes Men’s Club 
Paul & Helen Machado 
Louis & Lois Likinay 
Jeannie Hendersho 
Embarq Management Company 
Joseph McGovern 
Suncoast Beverage Sales Ltd. 
William Hercek 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida Inc. 



Candlelighters Board of Directors 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

Michael Constantine*  
President 

Janet Santiago** 
Vice President 

Karen Berth* 
Secretary 

Teresa Jansen**  
Treasurer 

  

HONORARY BOARD MEMBER 
Frank Bireley 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & 
FOUNDER 
Klair M. Snellbaker* 
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Rachael Bachman* 
David Burgeson** 
Lynda Carollo* 
Linda Clark* 
Ruth Gapp 
Jessica Hehir 
Jennifer Hoover* 
Judy Judkins 
Linda Koch 
Lucy Lambrecht, RN* 
Stacie Margaritis 
Tommie Schott 
Jennifer Stacy 
Fran Verwilt 
 

 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Jerry Barbosa, MD 
All Children’s Hospital 
Megan Linden-Haataja, M.A. LCSW 
Licensed Psychotherapist 
Scott Holzem* 
Attorney at Law 
Will Prather 
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre 
Emad K. Salman, MD 
The Children’s Hospital of SWFL 
Larry Steinborn 
Sand Dollar Real Estate 
 
 *Parent of a child with Cancer 
**Parent of a child with Blood Disorder 

 

Our Donors Make It Happen 
John McDonald 
Rosemarie & Joseph Jankewicz 
John & Phyllis Williams 
Louis & Joyce Cole 
All Day Bouncers  
Joseph Campbell & Bradley Habuda 
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt P.A. 
Marylee Bell 
Veronica Miller 
Embarq CRT—Port Charlotte 
Linda Molitor 
Lauren Mueller 
Jacqueline Rivera 
Nicole & Greg Nelson 
Robert Jr. & Dawn Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Manta 
David Sharp 
Miss Hannah Rice 
Melissa Rose 
Blessed Pope John XXIII 
     Knights of Columbus #13624 
Robert & Sandra Toney 
Prime Time Steak and Spirits 
Damaris & Jorge Gonzalez 
John & Rebecca Meyers 
Stacie Margaritis 
Melissa & Hampton Kicklighter 
Tony & Patricia Cozad 
Len Gorman 
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Bob Steinberg 
Cruisers Transportation 
The Gourmet Girl Magazine 
Kiwanis Club of San Carlos 

Darlene Topp 
Cachet Ladies Club 
Caloosahatchee Folk Society 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Established in 1983 

City/State/Zip 

Company 

My donation: 

$100 

$250 

$500 

$1,000 

$2,500 

Other _____________ 

Your Gift Makes a Difference 

Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law (IRS #59-3104008) 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING  (800) 435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, 
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

Address Correction 

Ad for Newsletter 

 

Check Enclosed 
Receipt Requested 

Tell me about volunteer 
opportunities 

Remove me from 
your mailing list 

Candlelighters of Southwest Florida, Inc. 

9981 S. HealthPark Drive  Fort Myers, Florida 33908-3618 

(239) 432-2223 (800) 738-3588 fax (239) 432-1032 

Info@CandlelightersSWFL.org 

www.CandlelightersSWFL.org 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Tell me more about 
the endowment 
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